Working with Variable Fonts

In addition to the various font style available in each font family, support for variable fonts was intro-
duced in CorelDRAW Graphics Suite 2020. A variable font is essentially a collection of styles, in which
there is one default master style, and several options for how to deviate from that master style.

The “Pure Mint” text in this document uses the Skia font, which is a variable font included with Mac
iOS. You can recognize variable fonts by the icon indicated below, which is a variation of the OpenType
fonticon.
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There are several font styles in this family, with a range of letter spacing and weight. But because this is
a variable font, you can adjust the text spacing and weight in real time, without having to try out all of
these font styles one by one.

In addition to the familiar Bold, Italic, and Underline icons, variable fonts also have the Variable Fonts
icon.
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Clicking the Variable Fonts icon opens the menu of sliders that control the various features of the font -
in this case, Width and Weight. This fine-tuning enables you to get exactly the look you want, without
having to rely on one of the preset styles in the font family.
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Pure Mint

To narrow your font list to show only variable fonts, click the Filter icon. Then under Font Technology,
check Variable Fonts.
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In this example, the font for the text “Pure Mint” was changed to Graduate, an open-source font which
is freely available, and has many and varied styles. The style used here is Extra Light Condensed.
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The menu of sliders for this font has many properties you can adjust, such as Serif, Y details, X width,
and much more.
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The beauty of variable fonts is that each font style is just a starter point. You could choose any font style
in the family and use the sliders to produce the same look.



For another example, the lower text string is in the Science Gothic font, another free open-source font.
There are dozens of styles here, and again, it doesn’t really matter which you choose to start with.

2313 100.0

100.0

LR RE S
&
=4
=}
<

° | science]

0.14

My fonts (filtered): 176 fonts

By (&~
@ Science Gothic Condensed Hairine
@ GRADUATE (exvaLight Condensed, Normal)
Tr AdLib WGL4 BT (Reaular, Normal)

@ Science Gothic Extra-condensed Hairine xcn

@ GRADUATE (EswaLight, Norma

[ I Lird 7520 (Hairline UitCnd, Thin)
Science Gothic Extra-condensed Hairine xcn
Science Gothic Caondensed Haiine ¢
Science Gothic Semi-con...

Science Sothic e, Thin

A

A

All Natural
|

13.872 pt A~

B V] =w
Clear filters

Document Fonts
¥ My Collections
Favorites
¥ Font Status
Installed
Mot installed
Protected System Fo...
¥ Embedding Rights
Editable
Installable

No Embeddina

Relres

Science Gothic Semi-condensed (Hairline SmCnd, Thin)

The variable font options here are to change Contrast, Width, and Weight.
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To save the current font settings to use again, you can right-click on the text and choose Object Styles >
New Style From > Character. The new style will then appear in the Object Styles inspector.
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From this inspector, you can apply this style to other text strings.

To use this style in other documents, use the Import/Export icon to export the style sheet, then use the
same icon to import.
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